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Sometimes these mines were dropped from low levels
by the aid of small parachutes.

The detonator of a magnetic mine is worked by a
very sensitive magnetic needle. As a ship passes over
the mine, a permanent magnetic charge possessed by any
metal hull makes the needle move; this movement
closes an electric circuit and explodes the mine, probably
sinking the ship.

While the Navy was collecting information about the
first minelaying raid by aircraft, we had a slice of luck.
Two of the mines " gave themselves up on the doorstep "
of a military area at Shoeburyness, As the tide receded,
they were revealed lying on the mudflats at 10 p.m.

The naval people arranged with a local photographer to
take a flashlight photograph at once. Less than two hours
later, a naval " suicide squad " arrived from Portsmouth.
They waded into the mud, and with the aid of torches,
they made paper rubbings of various parts, so that special
non-magnetic tools could be manufactured to open up
the mines and examine them. The mines were moored
in place.

Of course, they might have exploded at any moment.
That risk had to be taken.

Then the tide came in, and they had to be left for a
while. Lieut.-Commander Ouvry volunteered for the
highly dangerous task of stripping the mines, and began
his work as soon as the sea receded again.

Near him stood three other men, to whom he called
out each detail of the work as he proceeded. The arrange-
ment was that, in the event of an " accident/' the next
investigator would know what to avoid.

The luck held! Almost the first part to be removed
was a detonator. The mine was then held to be safe, so